This news brief is meant to provide the highlights of the decisions made at today's Board meeting for the benefit of our community; the notes do not serve as the official record of the meeting (Board or Committee minutes).
October 11, 2011

Joint meeting of OCDSB and Edmonton Public School Board re Leadership Initiatives
A real time video conference took place between the OCDSB and the Edmonton Public School Board regarding leadership initiatives. Superintendents of Instruction Buffone and Gamwell discussed the role of creativity in education and our recent leadership initiatives in that area. A copy of their Powerpoint presentation is available on the OCDSB website. A second meeting is expected to take place in the near future. 

Director's Report
Hillcrest High School’s Music Department is a recipient of a MusiCounts Band Aid grant. The grant is the result of a dedicated group of music teachers, headed by Jeannie Hunter, who completed applications to be considered for the grant and students who have embraced the program. 

MusiCounts, Canada’s music education charity associated with The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (CARAS) is helping to keep music thriving in schools across Canada. MusiCounts’ mission is to ensure that children in Canada have access to comprehensive music programs through their schools regardless of socio-economic circumstances. MusiCounts includes Band Aid musical instrument grants, the MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award, scholarships, and other music education initiatives.

Our District will be supporting United Way fundraising efforts again this year. Events are planned in schools and in central administration buildings. On Friday, October 14, a car wash is being held in the Board Office parking lot, and a hair-raising event is scheduled at the Albert Street offices. A staff member in Continuing Education has agreed to shave his head to raise funds for United Way. 

The annual World of Work – Yours to Discover career forum for grade 8 students will be held on October 26 at the Aberdeen Pavilion. This forum serves to increase awareness of different careers and pathways for students’ futures. 

The nation-wide Take Our Kids to Work Day is taking place on Wednesday, November 2. Grade 9 students across the city will be invited to go to work with a parent, a family member; or a friend of the family. 

And finally, a reminder that Daniel Pink will be speaking on Thursday, October 13 at the Leadership conference. This full-day event begins at 8:30 a.m. at the Hampton Inn on Coventry Road. Daniel Pink is the author of four bestselling books about the changing world of work.

Chair's Report
The District's most creative educators in the 2010-2011 school year will be receiving awards at a special Arts Recognition evening on Tuesday, October 25th. The presentations will begin at 7:30 pm at the Greenbank administration building. These awards have been presented annually to outstanding educators, for their contributions to arts programming and enrichment, in dance, drama, literary arts, media arts, music and visual arts. The Arts Advisory Committee welcomes everyone with an interest in Arts education to the event. 

The Chair also mentioned that ads calling for a representative on the Board’s Special Education Advisory Committee have been posted to the website and will be appearing in newspapers. The Committee meets monthly to consider and make recommendations on Special Education programs and services for exceptional children. Anyone interested in serving on the Committee should send a covering letter and a résumé to Executive Officer Michèle Giroux in Corporate Services. Applications must be received by 4 p.m. on Monday, October 31st. Please share this information with anyone you know who may be interested.

PUBLIC MOTIONS
Amendment to Motion re Special Education System Classes
A motion previously approved on 22 February 2011, viz., THAT no planned specialized class closures/relocations proceed for the 2011-2012 school year, and staff recommendations for specialized class location changes for 2012/2013 must follow Board receipt of the final report of the Ad Hoc Committee, was amended by deleting the words "and staff recommendations for specialized class location changes for 2012/2013 must follow Board receipt of the final report of the Ad Hoc Committee". The amended motion now reads as follows:

· THAT no planned specialized class closures/relocations proceed for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Membership in the Council of Urban Boards of Education
The Board decided to join the Council of Urban Boards of Education (CUBE) for a period of one year. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m. 
