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Introduction and Background 

This study has been initiated in order to set the attendance boundary, opening grade 
structure, and program offering for a future new Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 
(OCDSB) elementary school to be opened in the Fernbank development area of 
Stittsville. 

The need for a new elementary school in the development area was first identified in 
2008 as part of the City of Ottawa’s Fernbank Community Design Plan (CDP).  In total 
the CDP process resulted in the identification of a requirement for four future 
elementary school sites and one secondary school site.  

In May 2018 the Board approved a list of updated capital priorities which ranked the 
opening of a new elementary school in the Fernbank development area as the highest 
project.  The identified planned opening date for the new school was September 2020. 

Funding for the construction of new schools has typically been provided to school 
boards by the Ministry of Education via an annual business case submission process.  
The last submission request date from the province was in September 2017.   

Although we do not have information from the Ministry regarding when the next 
capital request will be received, the completion of a study to confirm the new school’s 
program and attendance area will be of benefit given the urgency of need and the 
project’s planned opening date.   

Planning Considerations 

Fernbank is a developing new residential area expected to contain approximately 11,000 
new homes at full build-out.  The first school to be opened is one of four elementary 
schools planned for the OCDSB in the community.   

A majority of Kindergarten to Grade 6 students residing in Fernbank are directed to 
John Young Elementary School.  The school is located at 5 Morton Drive within the 
Glen Cairn portion of Kanata South.  John Young Elementary School serves students 
from Kindergarten to Grade 6 and offers both an English Program with Core French 
and an Early French Immersion program. 

In addition to serving students residing within the Fernbank development area, John 
Young Elementary School’s attendance area also includes the neighborhood of Glen 
Cairn and the developing Trailwest Community. 
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As a result of accommodating students residing within the growing Fernbank 
Community in advance of the opening of a new school, John Young Elementary School 
is experiencing significant enrolment pressures.  The school currently requires the use 
of 11 portable classrooms on site and is accommodating 735 students in a facility with a 
pupil capacity of 547.  Enrolment at the school and the need for additional instructional 
space is expected to continue to grow.  

An area that is not currently designated to John Young Elementary School but is located 
within the Fernbank development area lies west of Robert Grant Avenue.  This area is 
currently undeveloped.  Future students from this area would currently be directed to 
the following schools:  Westwind Public School (English Program with Core French and 
Early French Immersion); and A. Lorne Cassidy Elementary School (Middle French 
Immersion).  

As indicated earlier, there are four elementary school sites identified for the OCDSB 
within the larger Fernbank CDP area.  The map found on Page 5 of the package 
provides approximate locations for these sites.  Fernbank ES 1 is situated at the 
southwest corner of Cope Drive and Rouncey Road within the Blackstone subdivision.  
It is a 2.84 hectare parcel (approximately seven acres) located adjacent to a municipal 
park, and is the only elementary school site which is serviced and development-ready.   

Given its status, the working assumption for the study will be that the Fernbank ES 1 
site will be the eventual location of the new school.  The Board is currently working 
toward acquisition of a site, and will likely be able to provide a progress update to the 
group over the next few months. 

It should be noted also that a New Stittsville Secondary School study is expected to 
commence in either the late spring or early fall of 2019.  Capital funding for this new 
Grade 7 to 12 school scheduled to open in September 2022 has already been approved 
by the province.  Given its grade structure the study will include local schools serving 
both Intermediate (Grade 7 and 8) and Secondary (Grade 9 to 12) students.  

Study Objectives 

The study’s objective is to gain Board approval for the setting of an attendance 
boundary, opening grade structure and program offering for a future New Fernbank 
Elementary School.    
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In doing so, we should ensure that we create attendance boundaries which make sense 
from a longer-term planning perspective, have regard for intermediate and secondary 
student feeding patterns, and account for future new schools. 

The Working Group 

The working group is to be comprised of Board staff and two representatives from each 
of the following study schools: 

• John Young Elementary School; 
• Bridlewood Community Elementary School; 
• A. Lorne Cassidy Elementary School; and 
• Westwind Public School. 

Should it be necessary, representation on the working group from other local area 
schools may be sought. 

Representatives from local community associations will also be invited to sit on the 
working group.  The trustee (s) for the area will be notified and invited to attend all 
working group meetings. 

The working group’s role will be to provide localized input and advice to planning staff 
with regard to the preparation and evaluation of options, community alignments, and 
parental and family preferences as they relate to student movement. 

Representatives will also update their school councils and organizations regarding the 
study process and the direction it is taking, and in some cases request feedback on 
specific areas of discussion. 

Consultative Process and Next Steps 

The working group will meet on a number of occasions throughout the winter and 
spring at various local area schools.  The goal of the working group will be to come to a 
consensus regarding proposed options which could then be presented at a Public 
Consultation Meeting currently scheduled to take place in May 2019.   

These options will address key study objectives and any relevant associated issues. 

The purpose of the Public Consultation Meeting is to receive input from affected school 
communities and members of the public with regard to the presented proposals.  
Parents and community members will be encouraged to provide input at the meeting 
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held that evening, however, feedback is appreciated and valued throughout the entire 
consultative process. 

Once input from the community is reviewed, planning staff will prepare a 
recommendation report scheduled to go to the Board’s Committee of the Whole in June 
2019.  That meeting will include an opportunity for delegations from the public and 
Trustee debate regarding staff’s recommendations.   

A final decision by the Board regarding the study is also currently scheduled to take 
place in June 2019. 

Public comments and/or questions regarding the study may be sent in to the following: 

Email:  NewFernbankES@ocdsb.ca 

Fax:  613-820-6968 

Mail:    New Fernbank Elementary School 
Planning Department 
133 Greenbank Road 
Ottawa ON 
K2H 6L3 
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NEW FERNBANK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
STUDY TIMELINE 

Activity Date 
Notice of Intention to Commence Study 

 Board Approval of Study Consultation Plan and Timeline January 29, 2019 

Consultative Stage 

 Formation of Working Group

 Working Group Meeting #1

 Working Group Meeting #2

 Working Group Meeting #3

 Public Consultation Meeting

Late January 2019 

February 20, 2019 

March 2019 

April 2019 

May 2019 (tent.) 

Recommendation and Decision Making Stage 

 Regular Committee of the Whole Meeting – Presentation of Staff
Recommendation Report

 Regular Board Meeting – Final Study Decisions

June 2019 (tent.) 

June 2019 (tent.) 

Communication and Implementation Stage 

 Communication of Board Approved Decision

 Implementation of Board Approved Decision – School Opening

June & September 2019 

TBD 
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JOHN YOUNG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6
English Program with Core French and Early French Immersion Attendance Boundary 

John Young Elementary School
5 Morton Drive
Kanata, Ontario
K2L 1W7
(613) 836-5987

Map is for illustrative purposes only. 
For further information, visit www.ocdsb.ca

September 2017

! John Young E.S.
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School Summaries for 2018-2019 

  

John Young Elementary School 

• JK to Grade 6 English Program with Core French (ENG) and Early French Immersion 
(EFI)  

• The school currently has one Behaviour Intervention Program (BIP) class, which will be 
relocated to Glen Cairn Public School for September 2019 

• Middle French Immersion (MFI) students residing in John Young Elementary School’s 
attendance area are directed to Bridlewood Community Elementary School  

• October 31, 2018 enrolment at the school was 735 students 
• School capacity is 547; utilization rate based on October 2018 enrolment was 134% 
• Currently there are 11 portables on site required for instructional use 
• Forecast is for enrolment at the school to increase significantly over the next five years 

 

Bridlewood Community Elementary School 

• JK to Grade 6 English Program with Core French (ENG), Early French Immersion (EFI), 
and Grades 4 to 6 Middle French Immersion (MFI) 

• The school has a Behaviour Intervention Program (BIP) class and a Primary Special 
Needs (PSN) class 

• October 31, 2018 enrolment at the school was 365 students 
• School capacity is 455; utilization rate based on October 2018 enrolment was 80% 
• There are currently no portables required for instructional use 
• Forecast is for enrolment at the school to gradually increase over the next five years 

 

A. Lorne Cassidy Elementary School  

• JK to Grade 8 English Program with Core French (ENG), Early French Immersion (EFI), 
and Grades 4 to 8 Middle French Immersion (MFI) 

• October 31, 2018 enrolment at the school was 585 students 
• School capacity is 600; utilization rate based on October 2018 enrolment was 98% 
• Currently there are four portables on site required for instructional use 
• Forecast is for enrolment at the school to remain stable over the next five years 

16



Westwind Public School 

• JK to Grade 6 English Program with Core French  (ENG) and Early French Immersion 
(EFI) 

• Middle French Immersion (MFI) students residing in Westwind Public School’s 
attendance area are directed to A. Lorne Cassidy Elementary School  

• October 31, 2018 enrolment at the school was 535 students 
• School Capacity is 628; utilization rate based on October 2018 enrolment was 85% 
• There are currently no portables required for instructional use 
• Forecast is for enrolment at the school to decrease slightly in next few years, however 

increase overall five years out 
 
 

17



!

Area 1

Area 3

Area 2
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Legend
Area 1 - Westwood, Tartan, Cavanaugh
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Study Planning Areas
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Designated Elementary Schools:

JK-6 ENG/EFI - Westwind PS
4-6 MFI - A. Lorne Cassidy ES

Enrolment Distribution by Program:

English Program with Core French
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Westwind PS 0
Other 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Early French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Westwind PS 0
Other 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Middle French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

A. Lorne Cassidy ES 0
Other 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Congregated Special Education
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

0
Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Totals by School for Planning Area # 1
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Westwind PS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A. Lorne Cassidy ES 0 0 0 0

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Grand Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Notes 
1) No students currently reside within Planning Area #1.

Study Planning Area # 1  - Westwood, Tartan, Cavanaugh
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Designated Elementary Schools:

JK-6 ENG/EFI - John Young ES
4-6 MFI - Bridlewood Community ES

Enrolment Distribution by Program:

English Program with Core French
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 32 22 5 8 9 7 4 9 96
Other 2 1 2 5

Total 34 23 5 8 9 9 4 9 101

Early French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 9 12 4 11 7 5 48
Other 1 1

Total 10 12 4 11 7 5 49

Middle French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Bridlewood Community ES 4 3 1 8
Other 0

Total 4 3 1 8

Totals by School for Planning Area # 2
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 32 22 14 20 13 18 11 14 144
Bridlewood Community ES 4 3 1 8

Other 2 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 6
Grand Total 34 23 15 20 13 24 14 15 158

Notes 
1) Numbers reflect 31 October 2018 enrolments.
2) Other  indicates students residing in the Planning Area who are attending a different OCDSB
     school for that program.

Study Planning Area # 2 - Blackstone, Fernbank Crossing
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Designated Elementary Schools:

JK-6 ENG/EFI - John Young ES
4-6 MFI - Bridlewood Community ES

Enrolment Distribution by Program:

English Program with Core French
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 4 5 3 1 1 0 2 4 20
Other 0

Total 4 5 3 1 1 0 2 4 20

Early French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 4 1 2 1 3 1 12
Other 0

Total 4 1 2 1 3 1 12

Middle French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Bridlewood Community ES 0 0 0 0
Other 0

Total 0 0 0 0

Totals by School for Planning Area # 3
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 4 5 7 2 3 1 5 5 32
Bridlewood Community ES 0 0 0 0

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Grand Total 4 5 7 2 3 1 5 5 32

Notes 
1) Numbers reflect 31 October 2018 enrolments.
2) Other  indicates students residing in the Planning Area who are attending a different OCDSB
     school for that program.
 

Study Planning Area # 3 - Bradley Commons, 
Abbottsville Crossing, Trailview

21



Designated Elementary Schools:

JK-6 ENG/EFI - John Young ES
4-6 MFI - Bridlewood Community ES

Enrolment Distribution by Program:

English Program with Core French
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 69 75 18 24 23 27 31 18 285
Other 3 3 1 1 2 1 2 1 14

Total 72 78 19 25 25 28 33 19 299

Early French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 60 50 46 34 34 25 249
Other 3 1 5 1 2 12

Total 63 51 51 35 34 27 261

Middle French Immersion
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Bridlewood Community ES 2 4 2 8
Other 1 1

Total 2 4 3 9

Totals by School for Planning Area # 4
JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

John Young ES 69 75 78 74 69 61 65 43 534
Bridlewood Community ES 2 4 2 8

Other 3 3 4 2 7 2 2 4 27
Grand Total 72 78 82 76 76 65 71 49 569

Notes 
1) Numbers reflect 31 October 2018 enrolments.
2) Other  indicates students residing in the Planning Area who are attending a different OCDSB
     school for that program.

Study Planning Area # 4 - Glen Cairn, Trailwest
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Study Area New Residential Development Potential 
 
 
Overview 
  
Fernbank is one of the larger new residential development areas located in the District.  Significant new 
construction in this area has commenced over the last several years, and full buildout for the area is 
identified as approximately 11,000 units. The OCDSB has reserved four elementary school sites and one 
secondary school site within the Fernbank development. 
 
 
Study Planning Area #1 – Westwood, Tartan, Cavanaugh 
 
This area is bounded by Robert Grant Avenue, Fernbank Road, both sides of Shea Road, and Abbott 
Street East. 
 
Two future OCDSB elementary school sites and one OCDSB Secondary School site are reserved within 
this area.  There are draft-approved and registered plans for at least 1,600 future dwelling units in this 
Planning Area, with further proposals expected. 
 
As of the fall of 2018 there are currently no students generated from this area as new builds are yet to 
be occupied. 
 
 
Study Planning Area #2 – Blackstone, Fernbank Crossing 
 
This area is bounded by Robert Grant Avenue, Fernbank Road, Terry Fox Drive, and the Trans Canada 
Trail and is currently the most developed section of Fernbank.  There is one future OCDSB elementary 
school site located in this planning area.  
 
A number of homes have been constructed and occupied in this area, and there are subdivision plans in 
various stages of development with potential for an additional 2,000+ residential units. 
 
Study Planning Area #3 – Bradley Commons, Abbottsville Crossing, Trail View 
 
This area is bounded by Iber Road, the Trans Canada Trail, Terry Fox Drive, and Hazeldean Road. There is 
one future OCDSB elementary school site located in this planning area. 
 
A number of new homes have been constructed in this area, and there are several other proposed 
developments in various planning stages with potential for an additional 3,000+ residential units.  
 
 
Study Planning Area #4 – Glen Cairn, Trailwest 
 
 
This study planning area consists of mature neighbourhoods which have mostly been developed. There 
are low to high density proposals in various stages in the Trailwest area consisting of approximately 
1,100 new residential units.  
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Additional Supporting Information 
 

• John Young ES Historical Enrolment 
• Attendance Boundary Maps – Other Study Schools 
• Board Report 
• Monthly Calendars – February to June 2019 
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SCHOOL: JOHN YOUNG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Historical Enrolment - ALL PROGRAMS

Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Spec TOTAL
2008 53 37 54 57 44 40 38 44 6 373
2009 26 61 48 54 56 40 36 41 7 369
2010 38 35 68 44 59 53 40 40 8 385
2011 43 33 46 70 51 54 51 43 8 399
2012 44 52 42 50 75 53 64 49 8 437
2013 81 78 63 58 65 72 68 68 8 561
2014 82 91 83 64 54 57 68 68 7 574
2015 96 87 97 90 74 60 59 74 7 644
2016 99 87 84 92 93 71 63 59 7 655
2017 102 99 86 86 96 88 73 66 7 703
2018 107 103 103 98 86 82 86 65 5 735

Historical Enrolment - KINDERGARTEN
Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Spec TOTAL
2016 99 87 186
2017 102 99 201
2018 107 103 210

Historical Enrolment - ENGLISH
Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Spec TOTAL
2008 53 8 19 19 14 13 21 22 6 175
2009 26 11 10 22 21 15 12 23 7 147
2010 38 8 15 9 24 18 15 13 8 148
2011 43 6 12 19 15 25 13 17 8 158
2012 44 9 9 16 25 17 29 13 8 170
2013 81 19 21 19 29 25 30 30 8 262
2014 82 20 18 22 21 23 21 33 7 247
2015 96 17 23 26 26 20 24 26 7 265
2016 20 25 32 29 25 27 7 165
2017 21 29 36 33 32 32 7 190
2018 27 33 34 35 41 33 5 208

Historical Enrolment - EARLY FRENCH IMMERSION
Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Spec TOTAL
2008 29 24 27 17 14 8 9 128
2009 50 30 21 24 13 13 7 158
2010 27 48 27 23 24 13 15 177
2011 27 27 41 25 21 25 14 180
2012 43 27 24 38 25 23 23 203
2013 59 41 29 24 37 25 26 241
2014 71 58 39 23 22 35 23 271
2015 70 69 53 40 27 22 37 318
2016 63 60 48 35 25 21 252
2017 65 54 52 42 33 20 266
2018 76 65 52 47 45 32 317

Historical Enrolment - GIFTED ENGLISH
Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Spec TOTAL
2008 11 11 13 13 9 13 70
2009 8 11 11 12 11 11 64
2010 5 8 12 11 12 12 60
2011 7 10 11 8 13 12 61
2012 6 10 12 11 12 13 64
2013 1 10 12 10 13 12 58
2014 7 3 10 12 12 12 56
2015 5 11 8 13 13 11 61
2016 1 7 13 7 13 11 52
2017 3 8 13 8 14 46
2018
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A. LORNE CASSIDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Grade 4 to 8
Middle French Immersion Attendance Boundary

A.Lorne Cassidy Elementary School
27 Hobin Street
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 1G8
(613) 831-3434

Map is for illustrative purposes only. 
For further information, visit www.ocdsb.ca

September 2016
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BRIDLEWOOD COMMUNITY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Grade 4 to 6
Middle French Immersion Attendance Boundary 

Bridlewood Community Elementary School
63 Bluegrass Drive
Kanata, Ontario
K2M 1G2
(613) 591-3683

Map is for illustrative purposes only. 
For further information, visit www.ocdsb.ca

September 2013

!

Bridlewood Community E.S.
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WESTWIND PUBLIC SCHOOL
Junior Kindergarten to Grade 6
Early French Immersion Attendance Boundary

Westwind Public School
111 Hartsmere Drive
Stittsville, Ontario
K2S 2G1
(613) 831-7840

Map is for illustrative purposes only. 
For further information, visit www.ocdsb.ca

September 2013

!
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